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T here was great joy in Utah and the nation among Nine Mile Canyon and rock art enthusi-
asts on November 30, 2009: the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

finally listed sixty-three sites in Nine Mile Canyon on the National Register.  
 
The Nine Mile Canyon sites, 27 in Duchesne County and 36 in Carbon County, join  more than 
�������������� �R�W�K�H�U�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �O�L�V�W�L�Q�J�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���� �:�L�W�K���� �1�L�Q�H�� �0�L�O�H�·�V��
800+ officially recorded sites, and many more known but unrecorded, it would have been 
�P�X�F�K���V�L�P�S�O�H�U���W�R���O�L�V�W���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���F�D�Q�\�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�����E�X�W���Z�H���Z�R�Q�·�W���T�X�L�E�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�L�V���S�R�L�Q�W�� 
 
Background on the Nomination process: 
 
�‡�7�K�H�U�H�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �1�L�Q�H�� �0�L�O�H�� �&�D�Q�\�R�Q�� �1�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������·�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �I�D�L�O�H�G�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �D�� �P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�V���G�L�G���Q�R�W���I�D�Y�R�U���W�K�H���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���M�X�V�W���Z�D�V�Q�·�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
of resources at that time. 
 
 �‡In the late 1980s and 1990s the local chapter of USAS, BYU, and the College of Eastern 
Utah carried out archaeological surveys in various areas of the canyon to build up a log of re-
corded sites to support the nomination of an Historic District in the canyon. These surveys fol-
lowed on a survey in the 1970s carried out by BYU graduate students, including Pam and 
Blaine Miller among others. Deanne and Ray Matheney were very involved too. 
 
�‡In 1999 Coalition Chair Edythe Marett renewed the NRHP education process by inviting Cory 
Jensen, Architectural Historian for the Utah Division of State History, to our Coalition Board 
meetings and Cory attended many more meetings as the process progressed. 
 
�‡In 2001 the then BLM State Director, Sally Wisely, assured the Coalition that BLM would 
work with us to nominate Nine Mile Canyon to the National Register. 
 
�‡BLM became excessively unresponsive to the nomination during the George W. Bush admini-
stration, and leadership and attitudes changed. In 2007 the Coalition hired Jerry Spangler of 
the Colorado Plateau Archaeological Alliance to write the narrative for the nomination; BLM 
agreed to provide the required photographs and maps. 
 
�‡In the spring of 2004, the National Trust for Historic Preservation listed Nine Mile Canyon on 
their annual list of �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���������0�R�V�W���(�Q�G�D�Q�J�H�U�H�G���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���3�O�D�F�H�V�� 
 
�‡In June of 2008 the written nomination was presented to the Board of State History and the  
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